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Notwithstanding the aid furnished by the Russians, Nadir felt that
it would be impossible to carry the citadel by assault; he thereupon
maintained the blockade with part of his forces, while he sent off the
remainder, under a Khurasani Turk named Safi Khan Bughairi, to besiege
Tiflis in conjunction with the mouravan va aznauran (" prefects and those
of illustrious birth ") of the Georgians.1
On the 27th December, Golitzin, acting on instructions from
St. Petersburg, informed Nadir that the Empress, feeling assured
that he would be able to expel the Turks, had agreed to return to Persia
the territory still in Russian hands on condition that he undertook never
to give up this territory to Turkey, to treat as his foes the enemies of
Russia, and to confirm in writing his promise to Golitzin to do all in his
power to withstand Turkey. Nadir was delighted at this message and
promised to accede to these requests.2
The result of this development was the signature of the treaty of Ganja
on the ioth/2ist March, 1735. Russia undertook to evacuate Baku
within a fortnight and Darband within two months from the date of
signature of this treaty ; Persia promised, in return, to be the perpetual
ally of Russia, and never to surrender Baku and Darband to any other
power.8 The Sulaq was agreed upon as the frontier between Russia
and Persia, and each power bound itself not to negotiate a peace with
Turkey without the knowledge and consent of the other.4
Russia surrendered Baku and Darband within the stipulated periods,
and (although not obliged to do so by the terms of the treaty) dismantled
and evacuated the fortress of the Holy Cross. Thus ended the Russian
occupation of Northern Persia, which Peter the Great had begun 13 years
before. The only real advantage which Russia had derived from this
occupation was that Turkey had thereby been prevented from establishing
herself on the shores of the Caspian Sea, but this advantage, important
though it was, had been dearly bought. It had cost the lives of no less
than 130,000 Russian soldiers, the majority of whom had perished from
sickness in the unhealthy province of Gilan.5
As 'Abdullah Pasha, who was then at Qars, made no move to relieve
Ganja, Nadir, a few days after the Nau Ruz celebrations, sent a body of
troops towards Qars in the hope of making him " raise his head from
the collar of obscurity " and so enable the Persians to attack him.6 He
also dispatched troops to keep watch upon the warlike Jar and Tala Lazgis,
1T.N., p. 152 (in the Bombay edition mouravan is	incorrectly given as auravan). Mirza
Mahdi's use of these Georgian terms is of interest.	For an explanation of the meaning of
mouravan and aznawan, see Allen's History of the Georgian People, pp. 166 and 225 respec-
tively.
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